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SMART PILOTS
DIE YOUNG!
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Every pilot in this room is a very smart person.

Just ask us and we will tell you!
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What do you think your score was on the quiz?

At least 
90%

Actually 
40%

OVERCONFIDENCE
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[ŜǘΩǎ ŘƛƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǊΦ
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A pattern of deviation in judgment, 
whereby inferences about other people 
and situations may be drawn in an illogical 
fashion.

Cognitive Bias
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is a cognitive bias whereby individuals 
overestimate their own qualities and 
abilities, relative to others. This is evident in 
a variety of areas including intelligence, 
performance on tasks or tests, and the 
possession of desirable characteristics or 
personality traits.

Illusory Superiority



Copyright© 2015 Gene BensonGeneBenson.com

is a cognitive biasthat causes a person to 
believe that they are less at risk of 
experiencing a negative event compared to 
others.

Optimism Bias

Example: smokers believing that they are less likely to contract 
lung cancer or disease than other smokers
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But wait!
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΗ
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Success reinforces our 
cognitive biases.
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No age group
has a lock
on this!
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Unfortunately, skill and knowledge in 
business, medicine, law, the trades, 
technology, and most other endeavors does 
not directly transfer to flying an airplane.
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Success reinforces our 
cognitive biases.

Transfer of 
success is not a 

given!
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Unfortunately this cognitive bias 
that leads us to believe that we are 
superior in all things can have a 
negative influence on our 
aeronautical decision making.
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²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΗ
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But wait!
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΗ
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is a cognitive biasthat causes a person to 
ignore information that conflicts with a 
decision that they have made. People will go 
to extraordinary lengths to support their 
decisions.

Confirmation Blindness

Example: a pilot may ignore evidence that a decision to depart 
into bad weather was incorrect.
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Special Note for Entrepreneurs:

The business books say to 
take risks and not be afraid 
to fail.

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ 
carry over into flying!

Our bankruptcy may be fatal!


